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PL 117-333 SEC. 11 – CREATES 38 USC § 3672A
UNIFORM APPLICATION (UA)

• PL 117-333 Passed January 5th, 2023

• ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL. -(1) The Secretary, in partnership with State approving agencies, educational 
institutions, and training establishments, shall require the use of a uniform application by any 
educational institution or training establishment seeking the approval of a new course of 
education under this chapter. 

• ‘‘(2) The Secretary shall maintain one uniform application for institutions of higher learning 
and one such application for other educational institutions and training establishments.

•  ‘‘(3) In the case of any State that uses approval criteria not covered by a uniform application 
under this section, the State approving agency for that State shall require the use of the 
uniform application and may require the submittal of additional information.

• Uniform Application Committee Convened - February 2nd, 2023
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VA 22-10287 & 22-10287A - IHLs, 22-10288 &        
22-10288A - NON-IHL FACILITES

VA 22-10287 & 22-10288 – Facility 
Level Information

VA 22-10287A & 22-10288A – Course 
Level Information
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SOUTH CAROLINA’S PROGRAMS CURRENTLY 
APPROVED EXCEL SPREADSHEET
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UNIFORM APPLICATION

• Currently required supporting documentation for approval actions
• Different states may have different needs depending on the approval 

being completed. 
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UNIFORM APPLICATION CONTINUES

• Most of these changes have already been incorporated into the 
Universal Application in the form of attestation statements:
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PROGRAM APPROVAL FLOWCHART

Even with the Universal Applications, and while some states may 
do the order slightly differently, this workflow still fundamentally 

hasn’t changed with the new forms! ☺
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IHL APPLICATION - VA 22-10287 & 22-10287A

• 22-10287 is required to be used 
for: IHL facility programs and 
medical residencies/fellowships 

• We know there are 
updates/revisions needed to this 
form to standardize it with the 
NCD form
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NON-IHL APPLICATION - VA 22-10288 & 22-10288A

• 22-10288 is required to be used 
for: Non-IHL Facilities

• The VA has agreed that only the 
section/worksheet of the facility 
you’re approving needs to be 
submitted.

• Apprenticeships need both the 
22-10288 and the 22-8865 or 22-
10288A. Other than that, you 
may use you own forms to collect 
course info.
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UNIFORM APPLICATION COMMON QUESTIONS

• Q - Do I actually need to use these applications? 
• A - Yes. This is a Federal law, which means we are required to implement these 

requirements for new course approvals.

• Q - Do I need to use both the Uniform Application & VA 22-8865 for a   

•       Registered Apprenticeship?

• A  - Yes. The previous policy of only submitting an 8865 was a VA agreement 
which was supplanted by the new Federal law.

• Facilities should fill out and submit BOTH the application and either the 22-
8865 or the 22-10288A section for the job they are looking to have approved. 
To meet the law, you’ll need both.
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UNIFORM APPLICATION COMMON QUESTIONS 
CONTINUES

• Q - Do I need to use the 22-10287A form collecting program 
information for my flagship IHL’s new programs?
• A - NO! SAA’s are not required to use the “A” forms, and still may 

use your own forms. (Such as Excel spreadsheets). However, you do 
need to collect the elements of approval for the course.

• Q -Why does the form not list all the documentation to collect for an 
approval? (e.g. VA 22-1919, 10-044A)
• A - Every state has a different process for collecting additional 

documentation and not all documentation is needed for every 
approval action. This collection process is up to individual states.
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UNIFORM APPLICATION COMMON QUESTION- 
CONTINUES

• Q - Our state has a cosmetology school completing a 24-month review but 
not adding a new program. Do I have to use the new application?

• A - No. The law only requires the Uniform Application be used when an 
approval is adding any new courses.

• Q - Can an SAA use the Uniform Application for a 24-month review, even if 
the facility is not adding courses?

• A - Yes! That is a state-by-state decision. 

• Q - Can our state use the Uniform Application for actions not related to 
adding courses, such as a change of location?

• A - Yes! Your state may determine that this application is used for all 
types of approval actions. That is a state-by-state decision
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UNIFORM APPLICATION COMMON QUESTION- 
CONTINUES

• Q - Does a facility need to complete every section of the form when   

         requesting an approval action? 

• There is no law or official guidance from the VA about what is or isn’t 
required to be completed by a facility seeking approval.

• The ELR Job Aids define what elements must be identifiable to ELRs when 
processing new facility and 24-month reviews. The Uniform Application 
can serve as evidence for the Job Aid that things like T&F, prior credit 
policies, and refund policies exist.

• This is fundamentally unchanged from how the current process where 
ELRs review any checklists you currently use as a state.



NASAA
EST. 1948

National Association of
State Approving Agencies

UNIFORM APPLICATION COMMON QUESTIONS - 
CONTINUES 

• Q - (Cont.) Does a school need to complete every section of the form when 
completing an approval? 

• A - Every state may make different determinations about what parts of 
the Uniform Application may need to be filled depending on the action 
being requested by the facility.

• For Example, if doing a program addition to a current catalog, you 
likely do not need the entire context of the catalog re-evaluated as 
the catalog remains approved and unchanged.

• Different states may have different needs depending on the 
approval being completed. 
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QUESTION AND ANSWER!
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